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Austin, Texas, is on edge after latest A teenager is killed after he critically Authorities in the U.S. and U.K. are 6» Snow gets heavier in 
explosion at a FedEx facility. A3, A8 wounds a girl inside a school. A5 probing Facebook data theft. A7 1117 the afternoon. A2 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE VOTE RUSSIAN RELATIONS 


First Marijuana Bill Rejected m 


Proposal To Grow Plants Stalls; 3 More Measures Still In Play 


By CHRISTOPHER KEATING consideration by separate legislative com- co-chairman, Rep. Michael D’Agostino, Goe S 

and SANDRA GOMEZ-ACEVES mittees — to make it to the full General was an advocate for legalization. The 

ckeating@courant.com Assembly. other two co-chairs, Sen. Carlo Leone of 

The general law committee was deeply Stamford and Sen. Kevin Witkos of 

A key legislative committee rejected split with strongremarks on both sidesfor Canton, also voted in favor. But most of 

legalizing recreational marijuana by anll and against recreational marijuana before the rest of the committee ignored the 

to 6 vote Tuesday, with Republicans and the measure was defeated. views of the three co-chairmen and 
Democrats joining to defeat the measure. The vote was a setback to advocates rejected the bill. 


The general law committee was con- because the bill had been purposely No Connecticut legislative committee 
sidered the best chance for a legal steered to the general law committee this 
marijuana bill — one of four under year ina change of strategy as the House MARIJUANA, A4 n 


DUNKIN’ DONUTS PARK Congratulates 
Putin, Despite 
Warning Not To 


By CAROL D. LEONNIG, 
DAVID NAKAMURA 
and JOSH DAWSEY 

Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump did not follow specific warnings from 
his national security advisers when he 
congratulated Russian President Vladimir 
Putin Tuesday on his re-election, including a 
section in his briefing materials in all-capital 
letters stating “DO NOT CONGRATU- 
LATE,’ according to officials familiar with 
the call. 

Trump also chose not to heed talking 
points from aides instructing him to con- 
demn Putin about the recent poisoning of a 
former Russian spy in the United Kingdom 
with a powerful nerve agent, a case that both 
the British and U.S. governments have 
blamed on Moscow. 

The president’s conversation with Putin, 
which Trump called a “very good call” 
prompted fresh criticism of his muted tone 
toward one of the United States’ biggest 
geopolitical rivals amid the ongoing special 
counsel investigation into Russia’s election 
interference and the Trump campaign’s 
contacts with Russian officials. 

Although the Trump administration has 
taken a tougher stance toward Russia 
recently — including new sanctions last week 
on some entities for election meddling and 
A RED UMBRELLA BEACON acme 

forcefully join London in denouncing Mos- 


cow for the poisoning of Sergie Skripal and 


MARK MIRKO | MMIRKO@COURANT.COM 


ON THE FIRST day of spring, and ahead of a nor’easter expected to drop up to a foot of snow Wednesday, Jeff Mikula, of his daughter Yulia in Salisbury this month. 

Tinedale Electrical Contractors, installs lights around the base of the Travelers umbrella in center field at Dunkin’ Donuts Park on They remain critically ill. 

Tuesday. Opening Day for the Yard Goats is Thursday, April 5. A college baseball doubleheader is scheduled for March 31 between 

the University of Hartford and Central Connecticut State University. PHONE CALL, A4 
“THE PASSING OF AN ERA’ Hurley Mulls Jobs MARCH WEATHER 


Sources say the UConn job 


Former State N AACP is “still in play” for URI coach 4th Nor'easter 


Dan Hurley. Sports, Page C1 


Leader Andrews Dies  pebate over Could Drop 
Trump Brand A F t O f S 
P oliti cian Was Inside one of the state’s OO now 


priciest condo towers 


Face Of Civil canes ath Tam.: State Readies 
Rights In State billionaire whose wife is a D = For Next Storm 


T ra b d expected to 
rump cabinet member an ‘ 
By CHRISTOPHER KEATING ‘he Boa sean start in the Hartford By NICHOLAS 
ckeating@courant.com area, picking up RONDINONE 
want to crowbar the intensity in the early nrondinone@courant.com 

HARTFORD — Longtime Con- president’s name off the afternoon. 
necticut NAACP leader Ben An- Trump Parc Stamford. Spring started on Tuesday 
drews, a larger-than-life figure in World & Nation, Page A5 4p.m.: with residents, public works 
civil rights circles before serving Heaviest departments, state agencies and 
prison time as a convicted felon in snow will many others bracing for yet 
a financial scandal, died Monday Tax Scam Alert start, lasting about another nor’easter and a wintry 
at his East Hartford home after a The state’s crackdown on Sar pale cere blast that could bring more than 
lengthy illness. He was 78. sales tax on online ace : leach a foot of snow in some areas. 

; id hi wind gusts will reac ; 

Friends and colleagues said his purchases has led to a ! 8l Although Tuesday was quiet 

passing marked the end of an era their peak. weather-wise, some municipal- 


sophisticated email scam. 


for an outgoing, high-profile Midnight: ities announced parking bans 


leader who EI n pe Business, Page A7 D) SENT and other measures for 
generation in the civil rights anı À Wednesday. 
POOS ERARD African-American communities in Killing The Lights begin to Forecasters say that snow 
BEN ANDREWS accepts the nod for Connecticut. The DOT will share its pl taper off, ending accumulations may vary widely 
secretary of the state in 1998. Andrews As the vice chairman of the e sealer > p an early Thursday across the state, with 4 to 8 
was an active civil rights leader until he national board of directors of the for the Route 9 traffic lights. ornin inches anticipated for northern 
was charged in a financial scandal and Connecticut, Page B1 8 
convicted in 2003. ANDREWS, A4 NOR’EASTER, A4 
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[jatka Chaska Don’t miss the train! 


ON ONLY 4 PERFORMANCES LEFT! MUST CLOSE MAR. 25. 
HARTFORDSTAGE.ORG or (860) 527-5151 
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